
 DIRECTIVES FOR MASS AND PRIVATE PRAYER AT ST. JOSEPH’S 

 WEEKDAY MASS AND SUNDAY MASS ARE ALLOWED 50 PEOPLE 

1. In accord with national, state and local health directives, those who 

show symptoms of COVID-19 or who have been exposed to an 

infected person are not permitted to enter the Church for 14 days. 

2. Holy Water fonts will remain empty until further notice. 

3. We will have hand sanitizers at the entrances of the Church and 

should be used by all those who enter. 

4. All participants must wear a mask at all times. Unfortunately no 

one may enter the Church without a face mask including children.   

5. Social distance (6 feet apart) must be maintained at all times. 

Families, or groups who have self-quarantined together, are 

allowed to remain together during Mass. All others / individuals 

must remain socially distanced. 

6. Every other row of pews has been roped off and people may only 

sit or kneel in designated sections of those pews.  Sections of the 

Church and specific pews will be marked for sitting.  Other 

sections will be roped off.   

7. Please avoid unnecessary touching of surfaces (statues, pews other 

than your own, etc.).  Please do not leave anything behind: tissues, 

prayer books, prayer cards, etc.   

8. The Church door by the Rectory will be propped open.  All others 

will be locked. 

9. The Church will be wiped down and disinfected after each Mass 

and after Private Prayer is finished. 



10. According to CDC guidelines, anyone over the age of 60 and 

vulnerable, at risk persons are encouraged to stay home and stay 

safe.  

11. The Bathroom will remain closed and the Adoration Chapel will 

remain closed until further notice. 

WEEKDAY MASS 

12. All hymnals and missalettes will be removed from the pews.  You 

are encouraged to bring your own hymnal or missalette for use 

during the celebration of Mass. 

13. There will be no handshaking during the Sign of Peace.  A simple 

gesture, such as a bow or nod is recommended. 

14. For the distribution of Communion, all will proceed down the 

middle aisle wearing masks and then return to your pew by way of 

the side aisles.  There will floor markings which will be placed six 

feet apart in the middle aisle for you to stand on to ensure proper 

social distancing is followed during Communion.  The Priest and 

Eucharistic Ministers will be wearing masks for Communion.  The 

Priest and Eucharistic Ministers will be holding trays and on the 

trays will be small cups containing the Consecrated Host.  When 

approaching the Priest or Minister, make a slight bow, the Priest or 

Minister will say the Body of Christ, you will respond Amen, take 

the cup with the Consecrated Host, step to the side, lift your mask 

to consume the host and then return to your seat.  When you leave 

the Church please discard the cup in the Garbage can near the side 

door the Church. 

SUNDAY MASS 

15. All hymnals and missalettes will be removed from the pews.  You 

are encouraged to bring your own hymnal or missalette for use 

during the celebration of Mass. 



16. Upon arriving at Church, you will need to check in with one of the 

Ministers of Hospitality to make sure you are registered for that 

Mass and then one of the Ministers of Hospitality will direct you to 

specifically marked pews starting in the back of the Church. 

17. The procession at the Preparation of the Gifts is suspended.  The 

ushers will not take up the Collection.  Collection baskets will be 

placed at different places in the Church for you to put your 

donation into. 

18. There will be no handshaking during the Sign of Peace.  A simple 

gesture, such as a bow or nod is recommended. 

19. For the distribution of Communion, the Ministers of Hospitality 

who will be masked and gloved will direct the line and ensure six 

foot distancing in the Communion line.  There will be floor 

markings which will be placed six feet apart in the middle aisle for 

you to stand on to make sure proper social distancing is followed 

during Communion.  All will proceed down the middle aisle for 

Communion wearing masks and then return to your seat by way of 

the side aisles. 

20. The Priest and Eucharistic Ministers will be wearing masks for 

Communion.  The Priest and Eucharistic Ministers will be holding 

trays and on the trays will be small cups containing the 

Consecrated Host.  When approaching the Priest or Minister, make 

a slight bow, the Priest or Minister will say the Body of Christ, you 

will respond Amen, take the cup with the Consecrated Host, step to 

the side, lift your mask to consume the host and then return to your 

seat.  When you leave the Church please discard the cup in the 

Garbage can near the side door the Church. 

21. When you exit the Church, the Ministers of Hospitality will direct 

you row by row starting in the front of the Church so you will be 

able to leave the Church in an organized manner and observing the 



six feet of distance between other people. You will exit the side 

door of the Church by the Rectory on East Fort Lee Road.  

 


